Jaundice and the sepsis syndrome: a neglected link.
The relationship between the sepsis syndrome and the development of jaundice is intriguing, with jaundice having been described as the presenting sign of septicaemia in very few cases. We describe a patient who developed a deep jaundice with conjugated hyperbilirubinaemia caused by Staphylococcus aureus during the early course of septicaemia, when no other sign of the sepsis syndrome could be recognised. It is generally accepted that a mild jaundice may complicate the course of the sepsis syndrome, but it is most unusual to observe such a protracted phase of jaundice before the emergence of other specific clinical signs and laboratory abnormalities. Clinicians should be aware of this presentation of the sepsis syndrome in order to avoid a potentially harmful delay in diagnosis and treatment.